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to say that the incongruity between the implications of the psychology of 
effort and the epistemology of idealistic monism of the absolutist type is 
clearly brought out. 

We have here an acute and conclusive criticism of the teleological 
doctrines of idealism. The problem of teleology is, however, only a single 
aspect of the comprehensive question as to the one and the many con- 
fronting the monist who regards the one as absolute and the many as 
relative. This is as true of the materialist as of the idealist. The terms 
being correlative, both must be regarded either as fixed or as functional. 
In default of a definite pronouncement or of a knowledge gained from 
other sources, one naturally tries to read between the lines to divine the 
author's own position. So largely critical is this study that the conclusion 
is not clear. There is, however, much that might be taken to indicate 
sympathy with the views of the pragmatists. W. A. Heidel. 

Wesleyan University. 

La Conscience. Paul Hermant. Revue de Philosophic, November, 

1905. Pp. 495-511. 

The thesis of this article is that consciousness corresponds to the 
activity which marks the development or the regression of the psychical 
life as a whole. Consciousness is the realization of a new equilibrium, 
a synthesis of the new with the old, or the process by which a new psy- 
chical state establishes connections with the 'unconscious' or subcon- 
scious psychical mass which is in the background and which represents 
our anterior attainments or I'ensemble du moi. It appears, then, that 
consciousness is a function of the psychical life as a whole. The sub- 
conscious is constituted by states which, for various reasons, necessitate 
no readjustment of the psychical whole and which for this reason fail to 
establish the associations required for recall in memory. But the author 
offers no suggestion as to the nature of the subconscious, beyond the 
vague statement that it differs from the conscious only in degree, nor 
does he at any point take account of the possibilities of interpretation in 
terms of neural processes. B. H. Bode. 

Univebsity or Wisconsin. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

THE MONIST. January, 1906, Vol. XVI., No. 1. On the Form 
and Spectrum of Atoms (pp. 1-16) : Ferdinand Lindemann. - It is known 
that the distribution of spectral lines in the spectrum of any gas is a 
function of the form, density and elasticity of the atoms of that gas. 
The inverse problem of determining the form of an atom from a knowl- 
edge of its spectrum is possible in certain comparatively simple cases. 
The author illustrates by means of diagrams the probable shape of cer- 
tain atoms and the structure of the molecules in which they are com- 
bined. Manifestations of the Ether (pp. 17-31): W. S. Andrews. -A 
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popular account of the ether of the electron as an ether vortex, of the 
atom as a congeries of electrons and of radioactivity. Heredity and the 
Origin of Species (pp. 32-64) : Daniel Trembly MacDohgal. - An elab- 
orate and valuable exposition of the origin of species by hybridization 
and, more particularly, by mutation. Most interesting, perhaps, is the 
author's account of some experiments of his own, in which, by the inter- 
vention of external agents during the critical period, he induced mutations 
in a species not hitherto active in that respect. Mathematical Emanci- 
pations. The Passing of the Point and the Number Three: Dimension- 
ality and Hyperspace (pp. 65-84) : Cassius J. Keyser. - Defining n- 
dimensionality as that feature of any assemblage whatsoever, in which, 
to distinguish an element, it is necessary to know n facts about it, the 
author proceeds to show that by taking the line or plane or circle as an 
element, spaces which are ordinarily regarded as having three or less 
dimensions may be regarded as having four or even more dimensions. 
The author closes his paper by suggesting that by becoming very familiar 
with the properties of a four-dimensional space of points we may pos- 
sibly gain a quasi intuition of it. Fechner's View of Life After Death 
(pp. 84-95) : Editor. - The author takes this occasion to expound and 
defend his own view of immortality as consisting in the preservation of 
an individual's ideals in the minds of those who live after him. Inci- 
dentally, he declares Fechner's conception of individual immortality to be 
fantastic and wholly unsupported by any evidence. A Scientific Sketch 
of Untruth (pp. 96-119) : G. Gore. - A rambling account of the view that 
man's mind and will depend upon the material universe and its mechan- 
ically necessary laws. Criticisms and Discussions: Haechel's Theses for 
a Monistic Alliance (pp. 120-123) : P. C. - The author condemns Haeck- 
el's theses as being likely to give offense because they declare dualism and 
pluralism to be incompatible with monism, and free will to be incom- 
patible with determinism. Reflections on Magic Squares, Mathematical, 
Historical and Philosophical (pp. 123-147) : Editor. - An elaborate ac- 
count of magic squares, with remarks upon the symmetry of the universe. 
Mr. Peterson's Proposed Discussion (pp. 147-151) : Charles Santiago 
Sanders Peirce. - The author urges the need of a discussion of philosoph- 
ical terminology and gives an account of the meanings of the word ex- 
perience. Boole Reviews and Notes: J. Bahnsen, Wie ich wurde was ich 
ward. Shailer Matthews, The Messianic Hope in the New Testament. 
Lucien Arreat, La Morale dans le drame, I'epopee et le roman. Francis 
Galton and others, Sociological Papers. H. H. MacDonnell (tr.), Brhad- 
devata. G. Th. Fechner, On Life After Death. L. Arreat, A Correction. 
Galton and others, Sociological Papers. H. H. MacDonnell (tr.), Brhad- 
devata. G. Th. Fechner, On Life After Death. L. Arreat, A Correction. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

In the article entitled 'Lucretius and his Times' in the Edinburgh 
Review for January, the author approaches his subject as follows : " Not 
a few of those finer spirits have had it borne in upon them that they 
lived upon the brink of a new era, when the world, weary of ages of 
falsehood and wrong, will suddenly accept their message and society all 
at once be regenerated. But though Lucretius preaches his gospel with 
triumphant joy and faith, before him no such golden vista expands. He 
was possessed by the conviction that the end of the world was nigh at 
hand. It was one of the leading doctrines of Epicurean science that the 
world, like all organisms, was born and must have its period of growth, 
maturity and inevitable decay. To his boding mind the frequent earth- 
quakes in Italy and elsewhere and the increasing barrenness of his own 
country indicated that the world had reached its extreme old age and was 
exhausted, and must soon break up." 

Iamque adco fraeta est aetas effetaque tellus 
Vix animalia parva creat quae cuncta creavit 
Saecla dedique ferarum ingentia corpora partu. 
De Rerum Natura is, in the writer's opinion, ' a genuine record of human 
experience, as direct and sincere ' as the ' Pilgrim's Progress ' of Bunyan. 
In a time of moral chaos Lucretius found spiritual satisfaction in the 
conception of physical order. 

The article 'Plato and his Predecessors,' by P. C. S. Schiller, in the 
Quarterly Review for January, is interesting for a brief but telling appre- 
ciation of Protagoras. After commenting on the logical difficulties of 
Plato's ' Theory of Ideas,' Mr. Schiller exhibits his own well-known posi- 
tion in the following conclusion : " Even if by some strange chance he 
[Plato] had caught a glimpse of this way out he would have averted his 
eyes from the impious spectacle. The view that concepts are not unal- 
terable and are only relatively constant (like mere material things), being 
essentially tools slowly fashioned by a practical intelligence for the mas- 
tery of its experience, whose value and truth reside in their application 



